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e re-unification of Jerusalem in
67 resulted in reopening access to
the Mt. Scopus Campus, the original
site founded in 1920, of the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem, thus
enabling some of the faculties and
schools, located in the new Givat
Ram Campus, to be transferred back.
Among them were the faculties of
Humanities and Social Sciences. It
was decided to build a new library to
house the collections of the existing
twenty three faculty, departmental
and seminar libraries serving these

faculties thus providing one
integrated open-shelf library.

This program required the
integration of the catalogues and
collections of these various libraries.
Since the libraries used different
systems for shelf-marking and for
subject access to the catalogues,
it was decided to convert them all
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for shelf-marking and to Library of
Congress Headings for subject access

An analysis of the work involved
in this project indicated that only,
through automation could the
project be carried out and it was
decided to convert all the catalogue
records, some 220,000, to machine-
readable form. Furthermore, as the
Hebrew University has already
developed its own data-base
management system suitable for
library information and management,
/it was only a short step to decide
it fter conversion, the Mt. Scopus
ary would become an on-line
system for catalogue functions.

The libraries of the Hebrew
University are typical of most large
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university libraries in their
collections. Hebrew is actually only
a small part of the catalogue,and
most acquisitions in other languages
are, like all university libraries,
primarily in English. The 220,000
records in the data base are typical
of almost any university library in
the humanities and social sciences.
Developed by the university’s
software designers, using its CDC
Cyber 74 and Cyber 720 computing
centre, the data-base management
system has several unique features.
It utilizes a network of hierarchical
files with variable length records,
important for text updates.
Operating under standard CDC |
operating systems (NOS/BE, SCOPE)

to Library of Congress classification
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